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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This DITP has been prepared for SDM in terms of Section 36(1) of the National Land Transport Act 2009, 
(Act No. 5 of 2009) (NLTA). This DITP satisfies the requirements of the NLTA, the minimum requirements 
for the preparation of ITPs, 2016 and the guidelines published by the Department of Transport. 

The methodology that was followed in the preparation of the DITP included the following: 

• Review of the vision and objectives for transport planning in the area, as informed by variations in 
national provincial and local legislation, policies and strategies. 

• Determination of the transport status quo through: 
• Review of previous SDM DITP as well as other transport related plans; and 
• Conducting of traffic and transport infrastructure surveys to analyse and assess the inventory and 

condition of existing transport infrastructure and system. 
• Following the status quo analysis, other improvements required on the existing transport system 

and infrastructure were identified. 
• Development of an implementation plan and budget programme was then completed. 

Key stakeholders were consulted during the preparation of this DITP and their input is incorporated. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

TRANSPORT VISION AND OBJECTIVES:- 
 
The Transport Vision of SDM was formulated with the intent of guiding transport development 
in the area in terms of both the long and short term components of the transport plan. The 
Transport Vision of SDM is “To provide a safe, reliable, efficient, effective and integrated 
Transport system and infrastructure for both passengers and freight that will enhance social 
and economic growth and improve the quality of life for all.” 
The following Goals have been formulated: 

• To promote access to infrastructure to all spheres of the community and establish an 
Integrated environment; 

• To have optimum utilization of an integrated public transport system; 
• To provide a transport system that will enhance economic development; and 
• To promote transport that is friendly to the environment. 

 Specific objectives to meet each goal were formulated and guided the prioritization of projects. 

Specific objectives to meet each goal were formulated and guided the prioritization of projects for the 
DITP implementation plan. 
 
 
TRANSPORT REGISTER 
 
The Transport Register covers the full spectrum of data collection necessary for the planning 
Of all types of transport infrastructure and operations, which includes the following? 
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• Taxi/Bus Utilization Surveys; 
 

• Freight Counts; 
• Demographic and Socio-economic Profile; 
• Public Transport Infrastructure; 
• Public Transport Operations by Mode including: 
 Bus; 
 Minibus Taxi; 
 Metered Taxis; and 
 Commuter Rail 

TRANSPORT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 
The Transport Needs Assessment was conducted by evaluating available information that 
Included and assessment and review of the following: 

• An assessment of the transport status quo as described in the transport information 
register, 

• Reviews of various planning documents of the District Municipality, 
• Results of the 2014 Household Travel Survey which provides a valuable picture of the 

current travel needs of the District’s community, and 
• A summary of the needs expressed by various stakeholders during meetings and 

Workshops. 
There is indeed a gap that can be addressed with improved public transport services that Includes 
commuter rail and busses 
STAKEHOLDERS IDENTIFIED:- 
 
The following stakeholders are considered to be affected by or can influence the DITP or support the 
plan:- 
 

Stakeholder grouping Specific examples 
Public Transport Industry Commuter Rail operators 

Bus operators 
Minibus-Taxi operators 
Metered Taxi operators 

Freight Transport Industry Road Freight (Trucks) operators 
Freight Rail operators 

Commuters Public transport commuters 
Non-Motorized Transport commuters 
Private vehicle commuters 

Planning Authorities District and Local Municipalities 
National and Provincial Government 
Departments 

National Department of Transport 
Gauteng Department of Roads and Transport 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT PLAN 

 
The Public Transport Plan consists of the following: 

• Policies and Strategies; 
• Overall network design; 
• Commuter Rail Plan; 
• Strategic Public Transport Network. 

 
 
 
The overall network design consists of elements from the Gautrans planning, Transnet Rail 
Network, planning, PRASA commuter rail planning and the IPTN (Integrated Public Transport 
Network) planning. Gautrain services will move closer to the District in the future and linking 
Services to the new stations should be considered as soon as the Gautrain network isexpanded.                                                                                                                                                     
 
Most Transnet rail lines are also utilized for commuter rail services provided by Metrorail (PRASA. 
The Contracted Services Plan consists of Learner Transport Services and Commuter Transport. 
Contracted services should be expanded where additional capacity is required. 
 
The Operating License Plan addresses the following elements: 

• Tourism; 
• Public Transport Regulation and the Operating License Function; 
• License Application and Permit Conversion; 
• The Local municipality Functions as it relates to the Operating License Function; and 
• Managing Supply and Demand utilizing the Operating License Function. 

 
Tourism is a national competency as such licenses are issued by the National Public Transport Regulator 
(NPTR). The Public Operating Licenses are issue by the Provincial Regulatory Entity 
(PRE). Further to issuing new licenses and amendments all existing radius based permits must 
also be converted to route-based licenses. 
Local municipalities have a very clear mandate in terms of the NLTA to respond to requests from the 
PRE to issue operating licenses.  
This requires the local municipality to prepare a response in terms of the Integrated Transport Plan, and 
where sufficient information is not available to obtain information so as to provide guidance on whether a 
license should be issued or not. Effectively utilizing the operating license function is one of the tools 
available to manage supply and demand. 
This ITP identified some gaps for update in the update year(s) of the ITP which includes additional Public 
Transport infrastructure surveys, updated route utilization information for the additional ranks / terminals 
identified.  
Subsidized Public Transport services should be further investigated for feasibility in the District and the 
Local Municipalities. 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE TRANSPORT SYSTEM 
 

This section is a discussion and the overview of different modes of transport being used in the 
      Sedibeng District Municipality. 

 
Main mode of travel to work. 
 
This shows the main mode of travel in each sub region for a typical weekday. According to table below, 
walking is the most preferred mode of travel with 37%, followed by using own car at 34%, then 
commuter taxi / minibus taxi at 19% while only 5% of the trips are by bus. 
 

TABLE 3–10: MAIN MODE OF TRAVEL TO WORK BY SUB-REGION 
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Lesedi LM Urban 
(Heidelberg/Rata
nda 

26% 31% 37% 2% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 

Lesedi LM Rural 26% 52% 17% 1% 1% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 
Midvaal  LM 
Rural East 

8% 13% 69% 1% 0% 3% 1% 0% 1% 0% 3% 

Midvaal  LM 
Rural West 

22% 57% 4% 0% 2% 8% 3% 1% 0% 0% 3% 

Emfuleni  LM 
Urban 
(Evaton/VDBP 
and Vereeniging) 

30% 
 

46% 15% 1% 1% 3% 1% 0% 0% 0% 3% 

Emfuleni LM 
Rural 

2% 25% 62% 0% 0% 11% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Total  19% 37% 34% 1% 1% 5% 1% 0% 0% 0% 2% 
(Source:-GHTS 2014) 

 

COMMUTER RAIL INFORMATION: -RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE:- 

The commuter rail services are operated by Metrorail. According to the latest available information from 
the Gauteng Rail Passenger Transport Status Quo Overview only two main rail commuter services operated 
within the jurisdictional area of Sedibeng. These commuter services are: 
• George Goch - Faraday - Westgate - Naledi – Vereeniging 
• Germiston - Kliprivier – Vereeniging 
The rail stations which fall under the Sedibeng District Municipality for the two services are shown in the 
table below:- 
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RAIL SERVICES AND THEIR UTILISATION:- 

Table below summarises the number of trains per service per week day according to their time of 
day plus the totals for Saturday and Sunday. 

 
Service                                            Number of weekday trains Total 

No. of 
Saturday 
Trains 

Total 
No. of 
Sunday 
Trains 

 
 
06:00- 

06:00-
9:00 

9:00- 
16:00 

16:00 – 
19:00 

 
 
19:00 

Total 

George 
Goch - 
Faraday - 
Westgate - 
Naledi - 
Vereeniging 

24 38 40 38 5 145 74 44 

Germiston - 
Kliprivier - 
Vereeniging 

7 5 9 7 2 30 26 26 

  Source: (PRASA Strategic plan, Baseline report 2011 

Passenger ticketing sales information was obtained from PRASA and indicates the number of 
sales in tickets to travel to and from Sedibeng District Municipality for the month of September 
during the years 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015. The information is summarised in Table below. 
 

Year Single Return Week Month Total 
2012 177784 357338 97800 16976 253588 
2013 202880 396835 109338 42569 291607 
2014 193870 406943 104057 38327 269170 
2015 118359 248826 56256 19184 160394 
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 Vereeniging 
 Leeuhof 
 Houtheuwel 
 Kwagastroom 
 Eatonside 
 Residentia 
 Sterdford 
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FREIGHT MOVEMENT:- 
 
ROAD FREIGHT 

 
Road transport is the dominant mode of transportation in South Africa, specifically in the Gauteng 
Province and a major part of the government’s capital stock is invested in roads.  
The dominance of road restricted transport creates vast network of national, provincial and metropolitan 
roads that exists within the province, linking all corridors within Sedibeng to various destinations. In 
establishing the freight bypass road concept,  
Gauteng has the opportunity to design the road infrastructure to accommodate abnormal loads, as 
majority of freight is considered as abnormal loads.  
The impact on road infrastructure points out to the ongoing demand of road transport of various 
commodities and are in turn regarded a priority as rail transportation tends to consume more travel time. 
The design of roads should consider certain parameters, to reduce the disruption of traffic flow caused by 
heavy vehicles.  
Those parameters could include but not be limited to left lanes being constructed to accommodate, freight 
vehicle lanes, gradient off ramps to accommodate abnormal vehicles, to name a few. 
Freight corridors that lead to various destinations within the Sedibeng District Municipality (SDM) have 
been identified. 
 


