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Thank you Madam Speaker. 

I kindly extend warm greetings, first and foremost to the 
entire Political Executive, the Honourable Members of the 
Mayoral Committee of Sedibeng District Municipality.   

Greetings to the Chairperson of the Audit Committee, Mr 
Sidwell Mofokeng representing our most valued Audit 
Committee here at this Council sitting. 

Allow me to also recognise the Office of the Auditor –General 
of South Africa represented by Mr Mark Ambrose and his 
colleagues. 

In the same note,  a warm welcome to the Administrative 
Executive, Mr Yunus Chamda and his team.   

Honourable Councillors 

Members of the media. 

Ladies and Gentleman. 

Let us take note of the following important events in our 
region, [Let us observe a moment of silence]  

Since the last sitting of this Council on XX November 2015, 
we have suffered some tragic losses of human life that will 
have a profound effect on many of us. 

 

Two weeks ago we learnt of the tragic accident on the R28 in 
which 19 passengers were killed.  
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15 out of 19 are from one-single family in Sonderwater, 2 are 
from Zone 3 and 1 from Boitumelo.  

This tragic accident comes on the eve of December festive 
season. 

I humbly urge that we be vigilant and be ambassadors of 
road safety . 

This accident, and the scale of the loss of life, prompts us as 
the Sedibeng District Municipality to support this family in this 
time of need as best as we can. The funeral on Saturday will 
be solemn and very sad occasion. 

On 3rd December 2015, a wife and two teenage children 
were shot in Vanderbijlpark at their home.  

The husband is accused of murder, and is currently seeking 
bail. The hearing is postponed to the 15 December 2015.  

This tragedy comes  during 16(365) Days of Activism on 
Violence against Women and Children. 

 Honourable Councillors, 

I wish to extend gratitude to all who took part in the dignified 
and a proper send off in the past weekend of fellow 
Councillor, our comrade, a political prisoner who suffered 
greatly at the hands of the repressive apartheid regime, and 
one of the Sharpeville Six, Cllr Theresa Ramashamola.  

Madam Speaker, allow me to reflect on some important 
activities that took place recently 
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On the 24 November 2015, we held our Tourism Buddies  & 
Wine Service Training  Graduation organised and driven by 
our Tourism Department – thank you Cllr Ronyuza, MMC for 
SPED 

the Water and Sanitation Forum Visit  was held on the 26 
November 2015. During this period  we were experiencing a 
heatwave, water shading and drought in various parts of the 
country and we had a potential water resource challenge.  

Don’t be misled by the few showers of rain we have had 
recently, our water levels are still dangerously low. 

The Ntirhisano Outreach Programme is unfolding in full 
swing. Our Service Delivery War Room will be aligned to the 
programme and be responsive to bread and butter issues of 
our people – the service delivery issues at the grassroots. 
Kindly note that the District War Room, coordinates and 
report on all service delivery matters across the District and 
links directly downwards to the Locals War Rooms and 
upwards to the Provincial War Rooms. 

Once again, we have arrived at the year end of 2015, a time 
for sharing and giving; a time to reflect and relax.   

As for us the representative of our people, we are not retiring 
our caps to serve our people, the ANC have mandated us to 
continuously be the hands and the feet of our people.  In our 
space of service delivery – we are at our midyear of the 
2015/16 financial year. We need to attentively take note of 
the following: 
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Tabling of the Audited Annual Report 2014/15,  which 
includes the Opinion of the AG and in which we have 
sustained the CLEAN AUDIT for the 3rd consecutive 
financial year. 

After today our MPAC will do its oversight work on the 
Annual Report. I also wish to request all members of Council, 
if they wish to submit any comments, even if these relate to 
grammatical corrections, to the Office of the COO. 

 

After the MPAC oversight report is tabled within 60 days from 
today as per legislation, only then will be print a high quality, 
glossy report for wide distribution. 

The past two (2) quarters of 2015/16 financial year have 
come to an end. Early in January I will conduct our ‘One-On-
One’ sessions after which we will bring these Performance 
Reports to Council as previously indicated. 

It is our responsibility and our opportunity, to interrogate and 
reflect on the achievements thus far, and to consider 
interventions where we are falling short of set targets. 

The administration is working hard on the Adjustment Budget 
for the financial year 2015/16,  

This process is very important if we are to ensure that we re-
consider service deliverables and that allocated resources 
are aligned in order to ensure effective, efficient and 
economical performance. This process will take place in 
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January 2016. I should caution you, the indications from the 
Municipal Manager is that our financial constraints are very 
tight and our austerity measures are going to even more 
harsh than before. 

The 2016/2017 IDP/Budget  Review process is under way 
and our Analysis Phase is now being completed. will resume 
in January 2016. 

On the 15 January 2016, we will be hosting  Sedibeng 
Mayoral Awards. I urge you all to diarise what will be a 
historic date for our region. We have already met with 2 of 
our 3 Freedom Recipients, Mr Andrew Mlangeni and Mr 
Ahmed Kathrada, and it was a humbling and moving 
occasion. We will be meeting Denis Goldberg soon.  

It is worth noting that Sedibeng will beat the City of London 
by a few weeks to award them the Freedom Award.  

So before they depart to be hosted by the British Prime 
Minister at Number 10 Downing Street, they will be hosted by 
Mayor Modisakeng at Beaconsfield Avenue. 

Fellow Councilors, Honourable Members of the Mayoral 
Committee; 

Tomorrow, Thursday, 10th December 2015, we will be 
commemoration of the the 19th Anniversary of the Signing of 
the South African Constitution. 

 From 10:00 in the morning, we will gather here at the 
Constitutional Square under the theme “Upholding the 
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constitution to build a seamlessly integrated and socially 
cohesive society”.   

As we all know we are the most unequal society in the world 
today, and sadly our inequalities is still defined by race.  

With the triple challenge – unemployment, poverty and 
inequality in our country – we are called more to be vigilant to 
defend our democracy – to build a more integrated and 
socially cohesive society.  

We are to be innovative and prioritise issues that address our 
triple challenge. Our constitution is a living document, to 
redress, build and create a united society.  

Tomorrow we will go on a walk about with MEC Faith 
Mazibuko to our Post Office and to Home Affairs to hand-out 
Constitutions to people in the streets. 

Honourable Councillors 

Kindly note that festive season is a period of high anticipation 
for the class of 2015 matriculants in the whole of South 
Africa, and in our region.  

Let us be supportive and lead our children to make better 
decisions irrespective of their situation.  

Above all, I thank you for your support, effort and time during 
this transition phase.  
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The Emfuleni Support Team, or EST as they are known, led 
by our Municipal manager and CFO and together with 
Provincial and national Treasury, is playing a big part in 
supporting our Emfuleni Local Municipality to deal with its 
Service Delivery and financial challenges. We are 
encouraged to see, albeit small,   movement in basic 
services in Emfuleni. We wish Mayor Mofokeng well in his 
programme. 

 

Allow me also congratulate Mayor Baloyi and all at Midvaal 
Municipality on their second successive Clean Audit. We will 
continue to support them with our limited resources. The fibre 
optic project in Midvaal should be completed soon to support 
their connectivity. 

 

We will continue to work with Lesedi Local Municipality to 
provide Mayor Maloka whatever support is needed to get 
them over the line to a Clean Audit in the next year. 

And Let us continuously remind ourselves that we are 
pushing and delivering the African National Congress 
mandate, and build up to 2016 Local Government Elections 
and be ready for the line of march during January 8 
Statement in North West. We expect some strong ‘marching 
orders’ in Rustenberg. We must be  ready to take our 
mandate. 
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“May God fill your life with love, joy and peace during this 
holiday season, and throughout the new year” 

 

I hereby present the reports of the Mayoral Committee in 
Part A and Part B with one item to be considered in a closed 
session. 

Thank you Madam Speaker. 

 

 

 

 


