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Friday, 10 December 2010 

 

Unforeseen closure of the Vereeniging Civic Theatre 

In the interest of staff and public safety, the Vereeniging Civic Theatre has been temporarily shut down to 
effect repairs and alterations to overhead rigging on the stage. On the 11 November 2010, an overhead 
pulley came loose from its mounting. Thankfully no one was injured.  

Of the eight bookings affected, seven were successfully cancelled and it is only one that the Municipality is 
in a process of negotiating the re-direction to the other theatre. 

As a safety measure the Municipal Manager together with his team have resolved on the following 
immediate measures: 

• Closing  down the theatre for the safety of both the Public and the staff until further notice 

• The Sedibeng Occupational Health and Safety department has performed a safety check and 
recommended that lifting equipment be inspected and tested by an accredited inspection authority 

• Furthermore professional engineers have since been consulted to assess the situation and advise 
on the way forward 

Fortunately there were no bookings made from 19 December 2010 until 17 February 2011, and this is the 
time that the Municipality will utilise to speed up the necessary repairs in order to get the theatre fully 
operational as soon as possible. 

Contrary to popular understanding the theatre has previously undergone several renovations and these 
include, refurbishing of the public toilets by replacing the old carpet with new tiles, the aged plumbing 
system was revamped, re-upholstery of all theatre seating as well as frequent maintenance of the air-
condition system.  

The Municipality will like to inform the community of Sedibeng, that they are doing everything to have the 
theatre operational and in a safe condition as soon as possible. Sedibeng expresses it apologies to 
members of the public for any inconvenience caused, but management has decided to deal decisively with 
the matter rather than risk injury to staff or members of the public.  
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