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External Communications Unit 
Press / Media Release 
 
To   : All media  
Attention : News Editors & Journalists 
Date  : 07 April 2012 
 
For the attention of all media houses 

Loxion News Article response 
By Fanelo Maseko 
 
The Office of the Executive Mayor of Sedibeng District Municipality has come out strongly to defend 
itself against the Sharpeville Massacre articles published in Loxion News issue 18. 
 
The article headlined “Mofokeng Took Sharpeville Event To Soweto” was labeled as incorrect and 
misleading by Sedibeng Communications Head Dan Manoeli.  
 
Speaking to Loxion News, Manoeli said articles headlined, “From Sharpeville to Kliptown shooting”, 
and “The man who sold Vaal to Soweto”, respectively paints a bad and incorrect picture about the 
Executive Mayor, Councillor Mahole Simon Mofokeng. “They collectively present a one-sided story 
beset with judgment and condemnation,” he said.   
 
According to Manoeli, the contents of both articles misrepresent the facts as they are based on 
hearsay, thus misleading the public. “What we see through the articles is a one sided story without 
any facts of the matter at hand, hence we wanted to respond to them.  
 
“The major disappointment is with wanton populism displayed by detractors of government, who 
seized the opportunity to misinform the public when they were part of the brief from inception to the 
decision stage.” “Hence the Office of the Executive Mayor feels justified to quell misinformation and 
clarify the situation through this interview so we can set the record straight” added Manoeli.  
 
“In this response, we would like to inform the whole community of Vaal that prior March 21, the 
Sedibeng Mayor’s office have developed a plan for the commemoration of the 52nd Anniversary of 
the Sharpeville Massacre, known as the Human Rights Day as early as June 2011, as is guided by 
the Municipal 2011 / 2012 Integrated Development Plan.  
 
These programme stipulated the commemoration’s budget for 2011-12, Service Delivery and 
Budget Implementation Plans (SDBIPs). “Therefore as early as December 2011, plans were put in 
place as to the nature, format and processes leading to the Human Rights Celebrations.” 
 
Manoeli said from early in January 2012, invitations were sent to various stakeholders and the Task 
Team meetings were underway, which were to include the Gauteng Provincial Government. “When 
we were about to complete the commemoration day’s logistical requirements, we were then 
informed that the national programme would be held in the Gauteng Province and that is when the 
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Gauteng Department of Justice & Constitutional Development would be leading it” indicated then 
that they will have a programme to commemorate the Human Rights Day,” he said. 
 
After this, several meetings with the Departments of Justice (DoJ), Gauteng Department of Sports, 
Arts and Culture, and Offices of the Premier and Presidency were held in a bid to find a solution that 
would accommodate both programs. This prompted the Executive Mayor of the Sedibeng District 
Municipality, Councillor Mahole Simon Mofokeng to announce in the Mayoral Committee Meeting 
that “I am happy to announce that the Department of Justice is joining hands with us to 
commemorate the Sharpeville Massacre”. 
 
The proposed plan at the time of that announcement was as follows:  
 

• The service will start at the Phelindaba Cemetery; 
• The procession will then go to the Memorial Site at the Old Sharpeville Police Station; 
• A rally will be held at the Cricket Ground; 
• A walk-about, knock and greet by the President Jacob Zuma in Kliptown; 
• Banyana Banyana match with Ghana at the Dobsonville Stadium. 

 
This was the discussion at the time when the Executive Mayor made an announcement at the 
Mayoral Committee meeting.  
 
Noticing the pitfall in the new DoJ programme, the Executive Mayor sought the intervention of the 
Gauteng Premier, Ms. Nomvula Mokonyane, impressing upon her the tension which may erupt if the 
programme was taken to Soweto. 
 
Premier Nomvula Mokonyane, who was sympathetic for our position, did her best to engage the 
Department of Justice and the Office of the President, but to no avail. Then, the Executive Mayor, in 
his capacity as the Regional Chairperson of the ANC, pleaded the case to ANC Secretary General, 
Mr. Gwede Mantashe.  
 
 
Despite all of these, the Executive Mayor observed at the risk of being recalled as the Executive 
Mayor of Sedibeng, in violation of protocol which dictates that when the Head of State is in Gauteng, 
all deployed government officials, Premier, MECs, Executive Mayors & Councillors councillors and 
premier, have to provide support; committed to spend the 21st of March with the community of 
Sharpeville in particular and Sedibeng in general.   
 
However, it must be noted that the critical motivation by the national government was that all 
national commemorations of the land need to be shared by all who live in South Africa. “The June 
16 was used as one such example, which in the past was celebrated outside Soweto”, not only 
outside Soweto but outside the Gauteng province,” he explains. 
 
“The Executive Mayor took upon himself as the leader and went to Sharpeville on Tuesday of the 
20th March in an attempt to meet with the protesters to explain the difference between the Human 
Rights Day National Programme and those which we have been observing in Sharpeville. On arrival 
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at the Memorial site on Tuesday, the Executive Mayor, told protesting Sharpeville residents that the 
ANC Gauteng leadership had unsuccessfully tried to convince the national leadership that the 
commemoration be held in Sharpeville, as has always been the case and further to announce that 
the entire leadership of Sedibeng will not be going to Soweto, some criminal elements attempted to 
torch the vehicle which was carrying the Executive Mayor.”  
 
Despite what was happening in Sharpeville at that time, the Executive Mayor together with some his 
Members of the Mayoral Committee risked their lives and The incident notwithstanding, at the risk of 
life and limb, he however, attended the Phelindaba cemetery wreath laying and prayer service with 
the community of Sharpeville on the 21 March, and spent the entire day in Sharpeville. It is very 
unfortunate that once again, the road infrastructure was compromised by the criminal elements 
under the guise of venting out political frustrations. 
 
These acts will invariably have a negative impact on the cost of doing business and investing in 
Sedibeng, thereby having a serious impact on job creation in the District. 
 
The Sedibeng District Municipality remains committed to the rich history and heritage of this Region. 
Through our base documents, the IDP and the Second Generation Sedibeng Growth and 
Development Strategy, we reiterate this objective and give expression to this commitment through 
Releasing Human Potential, which finds expression in our IDP in the strategy to:  
 
It is through this key service delivery point that we commit ourselves to promoting and developing 
the Heritage of our Region, with a view to successfully developing a comprehensive heritage 
programme. At the Sedibeng District Municipality, we will continue to through our IDPs to promote 
arts and culture for all the people of Sedibeng. 
 
Every community, Black and White, will find that we will pick out and showcase events of historical 
significance so as to inspire, educate and motivate our people to ‘Release their Human Potential’ . 
This year, Sedibeng District Municipality will enjoin the history of struggle politics with the events of 
the Anglo Boer War as we recall the lessons, the people and the significance of the 1902 Peace 
Treaty of Vereeniging. 
 
We will continue to highlight the rich history and heritage of our Region, in words and in deeds. Our 
children and their children will stand proud on the shoulders of our heroes and heroines. Today and 
tomorrow, we give expression to one of the pillars of the Sedibeng Growth and Development 
Strategy entitled ‘Releasing Human Potential’.  
 
Included in our IDPs this strategy includes many, many aspects of discovering and educating our 
people about their history, their past, their culture and their traditions. The people who know and 
understand their past are able to draw on the valuable lessons of history, so that their vision of the 
future is enriched by the experiences of yesterday. 
 
We urge our communities to continue using our rich history to inspire the future generations. 
 



 

 

Page | 4 

This response and correction may not scream out to the potential readers of our newspapers in the 
same way as the headlines “From Sharpeville to Kliptown shooting” but I hope that it will assist in 
bringing about community conscience to identify all the elements which burned and looted local 
businesses to bring them to book. 
 
Our history and heritage run deep, is indivisible and inextricably bound to the formation of the 
liberation movement in this country and its ultimate liberation. The Sedibeng District Municipality is 
at the forefront to ensure that our history and heritage is given and accorded its respect.  

 
The t-shirts, bearing this theme are a favorite item for the community of Sedibeng. In pursuit of that 
theme, Sedibeng has ensured that in that short period, the Sharpeville Constitution Precinct has 
undergone major development, the Phelindaba cemetery is a fitting tribute to the victims of the 
Sharpeville Massacre, every year we commemorate the Sebokeng Massacre where mourners were 
killed at the Chris Nangalembe wake.  

 
The 20th Anniversary of the Boipatong Massacre is upon us, a massacre which ensured that the 
date for the first democratic elections was set after the ANC withdrew from the CODESA talks. 

 
In conclusion, we wish to bring to the attention of our communities that our commitment to 
preservation and protection of the history and heritage of Sedibeng is unwavering. We cannot be 
faulted on this score; “we did everything humanly and politically possible to ensure that our heroes 
and heroines are granted their rightful place and recognition for their sacrifices” he said. 

 
Our Office hopes that this input will dispel any allegations of wrong doing on the part of the 
Executive Mayor, District’ Municipal Officials, members of staff in the Office of the Executive Mayor 
and any employee or officer of the Sedibeng District Municipality.  

 
It is common cause that the ANC Secretary General, Comrade Gwede Mantashe came out in the 

national media to own up on the decision to take the service to Kliptown. 
 
 

Ends! 
 
Issued by the External Communications Department 
Sedibeng District Municipality 
 
For further information: 
Dan Manoeli 
Acting Director: External Communications  
Telephone: +27(0)16 450 3960 
Fax: +27(0)16 421 3182  
Mobile: +27(0)82 672 8780 
Email: danm@sedibeng.gov.za  


